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P.O. Box 993, Azusa CA 91702 

Stay up to date with Homework House 
on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
and Flickr.  Or visit us at onhh.org 

               Help us save on mailing                               
                costs by sending your e-mail    
               address to info@onhh.org  

One of my favorite parts about being a Homework House volunteer is seeing a student 
grasp a new learning concept. I had spent several weeks working with Eder as he tried 
to memorize the letters of the alphabet. Each week, he struggled and began to grow 
discouraged in his learning.  One day, I decided to try a new approach with Eder. 
Instead of pointing to the letters, we played basketball.  Eder would grab a foam letter, 
and as he threw it into our make shift hoop, he would shout the name of the letter. On 
that first day, Eder mastered nine new letters in the alphabet!  It was so rewarding to 
see the smile on his face and the new confidence he had.  I am thankful for the 
opportunity to be a part of Homework House, and to walk along side students like 
Eder as they make significant accomplishments in their learning. 
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Jasmyn

 5th grader 

She recently 

shared her second trimester 
grades. As the director 
reviewed her grades, she noted 
that compared to the first 
trimester, Jasmyn had 
improved in every subject! She 
is why Homework House exists. 
Even though English is spoken 
in her home, her mother works 
long hours, and her older 
sisters do not appear to have 
the patience to work with 
Jasmyn, at Homework House, 
Jasmyn is encouraged, 
challenged and praised! 

 

“It isn't where you come from, it’s where you're going that counts” this quote 
from Ella Fitzgerald rang out loud and clear as more than 100 guests at the 
Spring Dinner 2013 heard stories of hope and transformation. Guests were 
invited to dinner by a jazz ensemble assembled by one of Homework House's 
first students, Chris Chenet. Chris shared that in the midst of a chaotic family 
life where he lost a sister and his mother, he was continually encouraged by a 
volunteer with Homework House. He also stated that while his household was 
filled with strife and illegal activity he saw Homework House as a haven—a safe 
place. Chris is now a junior at Azusa Pacific on scholarship and is looking 
forward to graduating in 2014. His story is just one of many, for more 
encouraging stories visit our Facebook page for more. 

 
 

“An effort made for 
the happiness of 

others lifts us 
above ourselves.” 

- Lydia Maria Child 

 



Learning Outside the Walls 

“That's cool”, stated one of our sophomore students when touring the 
National Guard Armory right here in Azusa. It was a great introduction to the 
military as a part time or full time career as well as they heard about how 
they could help military families today!  Their next stop was the City of Hope 
where they learned not only about the amazing facility and research 
conducted, but heard of the need for blood and how those who had rare 
blood types are needed to give others the gift of life. 

The research about students 
success tied to literacy is 
overwhelming. If students 
cannot read, they are lost in 
the educational system. We 
have been trying to get our 
3rd-5th graders to take the 
challenge of reading chapter 
books. Some of our students 
are resistant, however, Janeli, 
a bright 4th grade student, 
who had been nervous to 
open a chapter book, began 
reading one. She was hooked! 
"I want to win the chapter 
book race too" , she stated. 
Sometimes all it takes is a 
little incentive to get students 
to stretch. 

Vanessa 
Katherine 
Oscar 
Alan 
Shelsey 
Flor 
Viviana 

Jackie 
Dylan 
David 
Matthew 
Alma 
Natalie 
Melina 

Uriel 
Jackie 
Aylen 
Francisco 
Brenda 
Briana 
Kiara 

Evelyn 
Emanuel 
Abigail 
Allan 

Jorge 
Ashley 
Alondra 
Alexis 

Edward 
Francisco 
Steven 

 

Twenty young junior and senior high ladies gathered for a night of activities that 
built social skills and inspirational stories of being Latina and overcoming 
obstacles.  Research has shown that by middle school self-esteem of girls 
decrease because they measure themselves against unattained ideals of beauty 
and as a result do not value themselves. The evening began with a presentation 
on etiquette by former debutante, Nancy Higson, followed by dinner and 
discussion led by Dr. Veronica Gutierrez, Assistant Professor of Latin American 
History at Azusa Pacific University (APU) regarding the value of being Latina and 
appreciating their culture and the Spanish language. Afterwards, three APU 
students discussed obstacles they overcame in pursuing their college education. 
LaRosa Tate, the pastor’s wife of Fellowship Monrovia, spoke on the importance 
of using our uniquely God-given talents and valuing oneself.  Lastly, Valeria 
Vazquez, 2012 Miss San Fernando Valley’s Most Outstanding Teen, discussed 
the importance of being confident and shared her strive for success.  Young 
ladies mentioned how this event encouraged them to value themselves, work 
hard in school, and know that college is possible. It was a success! 

Girls Night Out! 



 
 
 
 
 
Athens Services 
Azusa Police Officer's Association 
Best, Best and Krieger 
Cardinal Labs  
Custom Fruits 
Foothill Transit 
Manatt, Phelps, Phillips, LLP 
Proforma Quality Printing 
Rosedale Land Partners 
Soroptimist of Azusa-Glendora 
 
 
 
 
 
Ernst and Young, LLP 
George Ottoson, State Farm/Azusa 
Majestic Realty  
Massage Envy Spa, Hastings Ranch 
 

 
 
 
 
    
   Totten Tubes 
   Veolia 
   Waste Management 
   Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Carvalho 
   Mr. and Mrs. David Elson 
   Mr. and Mrs. Roy Futter 
   The Jim Hicks Family Foundation 
   Mr. Gordon Tanner, CPA 
   Mr. and Mrs. Art Vasquez, Sr.  
 
 
 
 
 
    
   Sheraton Carlsbad Resort 
   TELACU 
   University of Southern California 
   Walt Disney 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

•5812 Coldwater Way 
•Azusa Pacific University 
•Azusa Unified School District 
•Foothill Community Church 
•Monrovia Growers 
•United Employers 
•Vineyard Church Glendora 
 

 
•Ameritec Foundation 
•Arbonne Foundation 
•Canyon City Foundation 
•Carl E. Wynn Foundation 
•Community Development Block Grant 

•Doheny Foundation 
•Dwight Stuart Youth Fund 
•Leo Buscagalia Foundation 
•Parsons Foundation 
•Rose Hills Foundation 
•Selders Foundation 
•Sempra Energy 
•Target Foundation 
•Van Nuys Charities 
•Verizon Foundation 
•Walmart Foundation 
•Webb Foundation 
•Weingart Foundation 

 

 
 

Our appreciation to our dinner sponsors who allowed us to 
raise with gifts and pledges a total of $46,000! 

Our Duty Free Opportunity Donors contributed to the total by 
allowing Homework House to raise $4000 that evening! 

We thrive  
because of our… 

 

 

 

94% of volunteers reported 
an increase in the quality of 
the training they received  

 

53% increase in retention of 
volunteers from one 
semester to the next 

 

 

 

 

93% is the average score of 
mastery on Personal Tools 
(English Literacy Program)  

 

10% in parent participation 
in events organized by 

parents for families 
 

7% increase in enrollment 

 

 
 

200% increase in 
participation in Khan 

Academy (math 
supplemental & support)  

 

79% increase in # of students 
reading chapter books  

 

14% increase in participation 
in Accelerated Reader 
(comprehension tool) 

 

 

67% of graduating 
seniors enrolled in 

college or university 

100% of seniors 
graduated in Spring of 

2012 

102% increase in # of 
total contact hours 

with students  


