
Celebrating a Decade of Service to Azusa7s Most Precious Resource 

Homework House Opens Doors 
to a New Parent Resource Center 

A growing need for additional parent resourc
es has made itself evident over the past cou
ple of years at the Homework House. With 
an ever-increasing commitment from Home
work House parents to be more involved 
in their children's lives, as well as to better 
their own lives, resources provided by the 
Homework House to serve these needs have 
been well utilized. Beginning with parenting 
workshops at the 6th Street location last fall , 
a demand for more resources from parents 
was birthed. 

In response to this growing need, the 
Homework House has acquired an additional 
apartment next door to its 6th Street tutoring 
center to serve as a Parent Resource Center 
for both Homework House sites. 

This fall's calendar at the Center in
cludes, workshops on goal setting, parenting, 
and nutrition. By request, one-on-one coun
seling and marriage counseling will be offered 
by a certified marriage and family counselor. 
In the spring a new ESL program is set to be 
implemented. The site will also have com
puter stations for parents to use throughout 
the day. In addition, parents who have chil
dren enrolled at the Homework House now 
volunteer seven hours per semester in several 
different areas. Both locations now have 
Parent Committees that help organize family 
events and parent volunteers. 

Campus Crash 2006\ 
Our teens experienced a Spring Break to 
remember as Homework House teamed up 
with two other non-profit organizations to 
give our Jr. and Sr. High students a whirl
wind tour of six local university and col
lege campuses. Over the course of four 
days students visited USC, Cal State Ful
lerton, Orange Coast College, Vanguard, 
UCI, and Azusa Pacific University. The 
students were exposed to college life, the 
process of how to be admitted to college, 
and a variety of careers and degrees. They 
even had the opportunity to spend the night 
in a college dorm! 

Homework House students who had 
never even considered going to college, by 
the end of the trip were enthusiastic about 
what kind of school they would like to at
tend and what they were going to study. 
One high school student remarked, "Now 
I know there are other ways to get into col
lege besides a sports scholarship!" 

Campus Crash is a part of the vi
sion of Homework House's Neighborhood 
Teen Project. The Neighborhood Teen 
Project seeks to provide students with ex
posure to college life and opportunities for 
success beyond high school. 
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Dear Friends, 
As we look forward to the future, the board cannot help 

but look backwards. We recalled the six students who com
prised the first cadre of students served by two lone volun
teers who met twice a week in the apartments of two neigh
borhood families. We reflected on the condition of the unsafe 
neighborhood in which the students lived; one irifested with 
high drug and crime rates and racial and ethnic strife. It was 
also a neighborhood where parents had not found their voice 
and were uncertain about how to access services. 

Then wefastforward TEN YEARS! The Homework 
House Board now sets policies for three apartments which 
provide service to 120 students; most of these students have 
been with us for three or more years. Further, the neighbor
hood of our first site has been restored to one that is safer by 
having lower crime and less illegal drug activity and where 
neighbors of different ethnic and racial groups reside in har
mony. The parents have found a voice by joining the cadre 
of over 100 volunteers to ensure the delivery of services to 
students. 

The journey has been remarkable! We want to thank 
you for what you have done to contribute to the success of 
Homework House. It is because of your support that the 
Board is challenging itself to mark the decade with a unprec
edented goal; that of establishing this year a 'Next Decade 
Reserve Fund'with a goal of $200,000! We recognize that 
we are unable to do this alone and have askedfor God's 
grace as we establish strategies to achieve our goal. This 
extraordinary amount will allow us to position Homework 
House for the future and provide services to our most pre
cious resource ... our children. 

In His Service, 
Barbara Dickerson, Ph.D. 
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e hundred Chi~n~: ~~h ~~~a;;~t ~S ~e 6th Street Homework Houses enthusiasti-
cally joined us for Summer Splash '06. The theme for the first week was "Buddy Boot Camp". 
The purpose behind it was for the students of each House to become more familiar with one an
other, and to build teamwork. To help us make this an even more amazing week, the Azusa Fire 
department came and taught the students about fire safety and of course they brought their hose! 
The weeks that followed were fu ll of fun as well. The Seahorses Soccer Team joined us for yet 

another year. They brought soccer skills, 
great role models and bible stories that inspired our children. Covina 
Vineyard Community Church took part in the third week of Summer 

Splash. They provided our students with an array of different activities 
such as arts and crafts, story time with Grandma and Grandpa, fun 
interactive games and there was a wonderful assortment of ice cream 

to keep the students nice and cool. Our last 
and final week was all about the arts. We started by taking the students to the movies. During 
this week the students also played charades, did sculpting, and they even produced their own 
group music videos! At the end of the summer, all that was heard were the sulks of the chil
dren who wanted just one more week! Even though it was the hottest summer ever, the heat 

never kept the children away from another great Summer Splash experience! 



Occasional Angels are volunteers who 

agree to use their special talents and 
interests to assist the Homework House 
on an occasional basis in several differ

ent capacities. Here are a few ways 
individuals have blessed the 

Homework House as Occasional Angels: 

Mrwie,. Ii .. Is conducting 
workshops for Homework House moms on 

goal setting this fall . 

s.lcyr.~se= Organized a clothing 
drive for our 6th Street neighborhood. 

FI"CIIkI<.ca ... t Does handyman work) 
generously donating his time and materi

als for a variety of repairs and 

upgrades at both sites. 
FI"CIIk l'lnom: Installed a new air 

conditioner at 6th Street. 

Dtl,Flaaf Is teaching nutrition tips to 

our teens every other week during our 

tutoring sessions this fall . 

Dave"Joani~ Had their 
home church put together backpacks 

filled with school supplies for Homework 
House children in need. 

There's just something special 
about the Homework House and 
anyone who has ever visited, tu
tored, or been a part of it in any
way knows what I'm talking about. 
It's difficult to put my finger on, but I know it's felt 
by every child that enters our doors. Yesterday, as I 
welcomed back our Jr. High and High school students 
after what seemed to be a long summer, I couldn't help 
but be overwhelmed by the mystery of what makes the 
Homework House such an amazing place to be. As I 
looked at the faces once again, the ones I have been 
looking at for the past seven years, my heart was over
come with a thankfulness for this blessed opportunity. 

The Homework House has become a place for so 
many of us that we would consider a home away from 
home. It's comfortable. It 's safe. It's a place where 
children can be nurtured to become their best selves 
throughout their lives. And maybe this is what makes 
it so unique? Day after day, year after year, the Home
work House and the hope that dwells within, remains 
constant. As I searched the familiar faces of students 
that have been faithful attendees for so many years, I 
realized that the Homework House is about so much 
more than just assignments and tests. It 's about experi
encing life together. The good and the bad. The beau
tiful and the ugly. As one freshman in high school said 
the other day who has been attending the Homework 
House since kindergarten, "the Homework House is 
like family." 

As we approach this 10th year of service to the Azu
sa community, I am filled with deep gratitude for the 
hundreds of ways individuals have come alongside of 
this organization to make it the consistent, welcoming 
place that it is. From donations of school supplies, 
to financial contributions, to helping paint walls when 
they begin to look dingy, the Homework House thrives 
because of your support! Thank you! 

Blessings, 

Abigail Gaines 

Executive Director 



Homework House Board of Directors 
Barbara Dickerson, Board Chair 

Ginny Dadaian 
Linda de La Torre 

Deb FLagg 
Samuel Martinez 

Steve Seaford 
Virginia White 

Jan Wickersham 

Homework House Staff 
AbigaiL Gaines, Executive Director 

Kerry Freeman, DeveLopment Director 
Sara RangeL, 6th St. Coordinator 

Rebecca Gaines, 9th St. Coordinator 
Maria Tinoco, Teen Program Director 

150 VoLunteer Tutors and Assistants! 

tact Us: 
Ovr Neighborhood Homework Hovse 

INebsi+e: www.NeighborhoodHomeworkHovse.org 
e-mail: homeworkhovse@gmail.com 

(626) '16'1-7051 
p.o. Box 0'1'13; Azvsa) CA'11702 

On August 24th, Starbuck's managers from all over the San Gabriel 
Valley joined up with the 9th and 6th Street Homework Houses for 
Jumpstart's Read for the Record Campaign. Starbuck's employees 

brought copies of the classic 
children's book, The Little Engine 
That Could, and read it to rooms 

full of Homework House children 
and their parents. The purpose of 
the event was to bring widespread 
awareness to the importance of 

reading to children. Starbuck's em-
ployees through- out the country 

read to children in different venues 
on this day help- ing to set a world 

record for the most people reading the same book on the same day! 
The Homework House was thankful to Starbuck's for allowing 

them to participate in this very worthy event! 

Donate Now Securely With Your Credit Card On-Line At: 
NeighborhoodHomeworkHouse.org 
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